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CHRISTIAN RESEARCHES. 
(Continued from page 245.) 


SACRIFICE OF THE KOOLIN BRAHMIN’S 
THREE WIVES. 


The following account will give the reader some idea of the fla- 
gitious circumstances which sometimes attend these sacrifices. 


« Calcutta, 30th Sept. 1807. 
“A horrid tragedy was acted, on the 12th instant, near Barnagore 
(a place about three miles above Calcutta.) A Koolin Brahmin of 
Cammar-hattie, by name Kristo Deb Mookerjee, died at the .ad- 
vanced age of ninety-two. He had twelve wives ;* and three of 
them were burned alive with his dead body. Of these three, one was a 





* The Xoolin Brahmin, is the pdrest of all Brahmins, and is privileged 
to marry as many wives ashe pleases. The Hindoo families account it an 
honour to unite their daughters with a Koolin Brahmin. “The Ghantucks 
or Registrars of the Koolin cast, state, that Rajeb Bonnerjee, now of Cal- 
cutta, has forty wives ; and that Raj-chunder Bonnerjee, also of Calcutta, 
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venerable lady, having white locks, who had been long known in the 
neighbourhood. ‘Not being able to walk, she was carried in a pa- 
lanquin to the place of burning ; and was then placed by the Brah- 
mins on the funeral pile. The other two ladies were younger; one 
of them of a very pleasing and interesting countenance. The old 
lady was placed on one side of the dead husband, and the two other 
wives laid themselves down on the other side; and then an old 
Brahmin, the eldest son of the deceased, applied his torch to the pile, 
with unaverted face. ‘The pile suddenly blazed, for it was covered 
with combustibles ; and this human sacrifice was completed amidst 
the din of drums and cymbals, and the shouts of Brahmins. A per- 
son present observed, ‘ Surely if Lord Minto were here, who is 
just come from England, and is net used to see women burned alive, 
he would have saved these three ladies.’ The Mahomedan Govern- 
ors saved whom they pleased, and suffered no deluded female to 
commit suicide, without previous investigation of the circumstances, 
and official permission. 

“Tn a discussion which this event has produced in Calcutta, the 
following question has been asked, WHO WAs GUILTY OF THE 
BLOOD OF THE OLD LADy? for it was manifest that she could not 
destroy herself? She was carried to be burned. It was also al- 
leged that the Brahmin who fired the pile was not guilty, because 
he was never informed by the Euglish Government, that there was 
any immorality in the action. On the contrary, he might argue 
that the English, witnessing this scene daily, as they do, without re- 
monstrance, acquiesced in its propriety. The Government in India 
was exculpated, on the ground that the Government at home never 
sent any instruction on the subject; and the Court of Directors were 





has forty-two wives, and intends to marry more: that Ramraja Bonnerjee, 
of Bicrampore, aged thirty years, and Pooran Bonnerjee, Rajkissore Chut- 
terjee, and Roopram Mookerjee, have each upwards of forty wives, and 
intend to marry more ; that Birjoo Mookerjee, of Bicrampore, who died 
about five years ago, had ninety wives.” This account was authenticated 
at Calcutta in the year 1804. See further particulars, in “ Memoir” before 
quoted. 
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exculpated, because they were the agents of others. It remained 
that the proprietors of India Stock, who originate and sauction all 
proceedings of the Court of Directors, were remotely accessary to 
the deed.” 

The best vindication of the great body of Proprietors, is this, 
that some of them never heard of the Female Sacrifice at alli 
and that few of them are acquainted with the full extent and fre- 
quency of the crime. Besides, in the above discussion, it was 
taken for granted that the Court of Directors have done nothing to- 
wards the suppression of this enormity ; and that the Court Proprie- 
tors have looked on, without concern at this omission of duty. But 
this, perhaps, may not be the case. The question then remains to 
be asked. Have the Court of Directors at any time sent instructions 
to their Government in India, to report on the means by which the 
frequency of the female sacrifice might e diminished, and the 
practice itself eventually abolished ? Or have the Proprietors of 
India Stock at any time instructed the Court of Directors to attend 
0 a point of so much consequence to the character of the company, 
and the honour of the nation ? 

That the abolition is practicable has been demonstrated : and that 
too by the most rational and lenient measures; and these means 
have been pointed out by the Brahmins themselves. 

Had Marquis Wellesley remained in India, and been permitted 
to complete his salutary plans for the improvement of that distant 
Empire (for he did not finish one half of the civil and political reg- 
ulations which he had in view, and had actually commenced) the 
Female Sacrifice would probably have been by this time nearly 
abolished. The humanity and intrepid spirit of that nobleman abol- 
ished a yet more criminal practice which was considered by the 
Hindoos as a religious rite, and consecrated custom, I mean the 
Sacririce of Cuttpren. His Lordship had been informed that 
it had been a custom of the Hindoos to sacrifi¢e children in conse- 
quence of vows, by drowning them, or exposing them to Sharks and 
Crocodiles; and that twenty-three persons had perished at Saugor 
in one month (January, 1801) many of whom were sacrificed in this 
manner. He immediately instituted an inquiry into the principle 
ef this ancient atrocity, heard what Natives and Europeans had to 
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say on the subject ; and then passed a law, “declaring the practice 
to be murder, punishable by death.” The law is entitled “A 
Regulation for preveuting the Sacrifice of Children at Saugor 
and other places; passed by the Governor-General in Council on 
the 20th of August, 1302.” ‘The purpose of this regulation was 
compleiely effected. Not a murmur was heard on the subject : nor 
has any attempt of the kind come to our knowledge since. It is im- 
possible to calculate the number of human lives that have been saved, 
during the last eight years, by this humane law of Marquis Wel- 
lesley. Now it is well known that it is as easy to prevent the 
sacrifice of women as the sacrifice of children. Has this fact ever 
been denied by any man who is competent to offer a judgment on 
the subiect ? Until the supreme Government in Bengal shall de- 
clare that it is utterly impracticable to lessen the frequency of the 
Immolation of Females by any means, THE AUTHOR WILL NOT CEASE 
TO CALL THE ATTENTION OF THE ENGLisH Nation To THIS SUR- 


JECT. 
(To be continued.) 


—— ss 


EVANGELICAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


Fhe following is a Report from the Board of the Evangelicai 
Track Society, held at Boston, for the year 1812. 


REPORT. 


’ Tue Board, appointed to conduct the concerns of the Evan- 
GELIcAL Tract Soctery, meet the members this day with un- 
feigned pleasure, to lay before them their first Report relative to 
the progress and encouraging prospects of the institution A con- 
sciousness of being engaged in the cause of benevolence and of truth 
exhilarates the spirits, and lights up the countenance with peac> and 
joy. It was characteristic of Immanuel, our Saviour, while he re- 
sided among the sinful and the wrétched, that he went spout 
DoING Goop. He did not wait for applications from the miserable, 
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but generously sought out opportunities of healing the sick, instruct- 
ing the ignorant, aud pouring consolation into the wounded and 
aching heart. It is joyful to tread in his steps, and to emulate his 
example. He was rich, and for our sakes became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich; and if we have received of his 
fulness, his language to us is, Freely ye have received, freely give: 

The benevolent object, for which we have associated, was much 
needed. You will permit us briefly to notice a few reasons in fa- 
vour of the Institution. 

Long have our Missionaries traversed the deserts, displaying the 
christian banner, and often have their efforts been succeeded by di- 
vine grace in gathering together the dispersed of Israel. But our 
Missionary Society needed the friendly and united aid of this Sisier 
Institution, to furnish the heralds of peace with Evangelical Books 
and Tracks to disperse among the needy. When sinners are awaken- 
ed by the preaching of the cross, and the missionary pur- 
sues his journey, the Tracts which he leaves, may be instrumental 
of continuing, increasing, and strengthening conviction, and leadiag 
inquirers to the knowledge of the truth—How pleasant is the 
thought, that families may often assemble in social circles, and 
listen to the recital of interesting truths, and thus in part supply 
the déficiency of the regular enjoyment of the word and ordi- 
nances. Tracts are easily dispersed, and can be distributed,_ 
where various obstacles would prevent the admission of mis- 
sionaries. Another obvious advantage of circulating small books is 
that they obtain a more general and ready perusal than larger 
works. Interesting and vaulable works of magnitude often lie neg- 
lected, while concise and summary statements of truth, pungent ap- 
peals to the conscience, and striking narratives of conversions are 
read with avidity, and often excite a desire, and create a relish for 
more extensive religious inquiries. It has been well remarked, as 
a further argument in favour of dispersing small religious tracts, 
That it appears to be the-very mode made use of by the enemies of 
our religion, in order to undermine and destroy it. Let us, then, 
(says a valuable writer,) endeavour to foil our enemies with their 
own weapons, which will surely be more powerful and more succcss- 
ful in the hands of truth, than in those of error. 
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Your Committee, in execution of the trust reposed in them, met 
last January for the purpose of procuring an assortment of Tracts. 
They purchased 2850, of the following descriptions, viz. 
y000 Word in Season. 

400 Fuller’s Great Question Answered. 
200 Sixteen Short Sermons. 
100 Newton’s Monument to the Praise of the Lord’s Goodness. 

300 Power of Truth; or, Conversion of a Poor Villager. 

200 *Tis all for the best. 

200 Whitaker’s Address on the Danger of Delay. 
100 Monitor to Parents. 

300 History of a Bible. 

100 Day of Adversity. 

100 Memoirs of Miss Prince. 

50 Hymns for Infant Minds. 

At this meeting the Committee voted, That each subscriber, who 
‘wishes to circulate tracts, shall ‘be entitled to draw out at least one 
half the amount of his subscription in books for this purpose. 

Nearly all the Tracts which were purchased have been distri- 
buted in various sections of the country, and much interest and sa- 
tisfaction have been manifested by the friends who have taken 
charge of them. The recent date of our Institution prevents us from 
being able to state any interesting particulars relative to the effects 
of those which have been distributed. We have only learnt from 
some missionary friends that with tears of thankfulness many sought 
for them, gave evidence of placing a high estimate upon them. 
When our exertions shall have been more extended, and time afford- 
ed to learn more particulars, we doubt not but sufficient ground of 
encouragement will be furnished. 

The present is a day of peculiar interest .The minds of multi- 
tudes appear open to inquiry. It is incumbent on the friends of 
Christ to be persevering and zealous; to exhibit, through every me- 
dium, the perilous state of man; and through every channel to com- 
municate the knowledge of that rich and abundant grace, that flows 
to sinners through the atoning blood of Christ. 

We rejoice at the increase and success of Missionary and Bible 
Bocieties, and consider them as marking @ new epoch in the History 
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of the Church of Christ. But Bible Societies and Tract Societies 
are so far from presenting interfering claims, that they harmonize 
in the same great object of diffusing the knowledge of salvation. 
And should our funds at any time be adequate, our plan admits of 
uniting the distribution of Bibles together with the Tracts. Our 
resources, considering our infant state, are flattering; the particu- 
lars of which will be stated by the Treasurer—In this, as in all 
similar institutions, we are pleased to notice, and would make hon- 
ourable mention, that with readiness the mothers and sisters in 
Israel come forward to aid the cause of the Lord. 

Now, brethern and friends, let us consider, that the end of all 
things is at hand; shortly we shall be laid in the tomb, and cease to 
act in the affairs of mortals. Let us be encouraged to be up and 
doing while the day lasts. May our breast kindle with a generous 
ardour for the salvation of men. We live but to act. Let vigorous 
action then run parallel with life ; action in the best of causes, and 
for the best of purposes. Then may we meet death in peace ; and 
through the pardoning mercy of him, whose example we have 
emulated, we may enter into the joy of our Lord. 

In closing this Report, permit us to present the animating exhor- 
tation of St. Paul. “ But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.” 
And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, who said, “ It is more 
blessed to give than to reccive.” 

E. Lincoutn, Secretary. 

OF The object of this infant Society is truly benevolent, and worthy of 
imitation. Multitudes of Christians, who have not gifts or opportunities for 
addressing their fellow men, on subjects of infinite importance, may at a 
very small expense, contribute in circulating religious tracts through ex- 


tensive circuits of our country, and thus preach the gospel to their fellow 
men. ; 


eet oS 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 
ON THE SHORTNESS OF TIME, 


Time is short; and to secure an interest in the blessings and be- 
nefits of the Gospel, which flow from the atonement made for sin. 
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by Christ, may, comparatively speaking, be the only object justly 
worthy our ardent pursuit; for, fairly considered, it is surely the 
pearl of great price spoken of in Matthew; which if a man finds 
and receives into his possession, is an eternal life of future enjoy- 
ment with God his Creator and Redeemer. The examination of our 
states and situations will convince us, that every thing on which we 
place our hopes for happiness and enjoyment are frail and transitory 
as the lives they tend to cherish; while often these props are taken 
from us for the very purpose of teaching us the wholesome, though 
often unwelcome lesson. But yet, while frailty and death is written 
on the countenance of all, even the gay as well as grave, we have 
abundance of encouragement not to despise, because the contem- 
plation of this subject would lead us to acknowledge to our own 
hearts our finiteness, but to open up our minds for the reception of 
this knowledge of God, and of the attributes of his divine character. 

As often as God conveys light on the mysteries of the gospel to 
the minds of his chosen people, as much will their hearts be 
lifted in gratitude to him for the hope of their redemption, and 
their souls filled with wonder and astonishment, at his infinite com- 
passion in condescending to make his terms suitable to the frailties of 
their fallen natures. That we embrace this only solid and substan- 
tial resting place, we are led to this conviction, and presented with 
innumerable invitations to place our dependence upon Christ, who 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, and who is constantly 
in every age proving himself able, and mighty to save to the utter- 
most all who come to God by him, for deliverance. 

Careless reader, could you under a sense of the weakness of hu- 
man nature, feeling the load of sin which is mixed with our de- 
pravity (with spiritual eyes,) see Jesus as the sinner’s friend, extend- 
ing his arms to embrace every returning penitent: Could you be- 
hold him as God-man, the mediator between God and man, with 
looks of love and mercy, saying, Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest; doubtless you 
would bow down and worship the Lord your Redeemer, and rejoice 
jn an union with him, by a covenant well ordered in all things and 


~ sure. 


The time is short, when we consider the many duties we owe 
God, ourselves, and our neighbour ; is short, when we consider it is 
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the only opportunity for laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth corrupt not; is short, in comparison with eternity ; 
is short, when we consider that our breath is the only instrument 
that keeps us from the grave; and short, when we consider the 
necessity of improving the invaluable opportunities and high pri- 
vileges we so abundantly possess. 

The time is also short, when we consider that all who are now 
bound to us by the ties of friendship or affection, will soon be sum- 
moned to meet around the awful bar of our God, and our Judge. 
How comprehensive is this pious ejaculation, Oh that we were 


wise, that we understood these things, that we considered our latter 
end! 


et 
TO PROFANE SWEARERS. 


TuereE is a certain habit universally prevalent, a habit exceed- 
ed by no other in vulgarity, wickedness, and depravity—that of 
profane swearing.’ Indeed few evil habits are of more pernicious 
consequence, or overcome with more difficulty, than this very odi- 
ous one. <A vice, so wanton, and yet so wicked, cannot perhaps be 
found on the catalogue. In itself it is a practice manifestly low, ri- 
diculous, savage, irreverent, and highly blasphemous, and an intend- 
ed, palpable outrage of God's repeated, positive, and most awful 
command. 

We read of Heathens who never mention the name of the Su- 
preme Being, but with manifest marks of solemnity, awfulness, and 
reverence. But casta view over the generality of men in our days ; 
cast a view over those who are distinguished from Heathens by that 
important name, Christians ! 

You will then see numbers in all classes; in all the articles of 
amusement and business, in the continual habit of the worst pro- 
faneness, utterly insensible to shame and remorse; you will see the 
blotted vocabulary of oaths ransacked for the most blasphemous. 
This daring defiance, of not only divine, but human authority, de- 
velopes a feature in their characters, at which humanity shudders ! 








266 THE BENEFIT OF 


Yes, it developes an expressive feature, presenting a horrid presage 
of their destiny. “But,” say many, “ almost every geutleman 
swears”—Infatuated wretches! Is profane swearing the criterion 
of a gentleman? Do you style that man “a gentleman” who is 
guilty of this vice?—Observe, and you will see, that the meanest 
scullion, is addicted to profane swearing. Heat of passion too, 18 
used as a defence, and thus the commission of one crime, is made 
use of to cover the guilt of another. Inconsiderateness and anger, 
are weak and odious pretences. The man of sense disdains them. 

All ye profane swearers! What pleasure, or prospect of future 
advantage can you boast of ? You cannot even say, you feel any sa- 
tisfaction, or hope to meet with any beuefit from this foolish habit 
—desist then, from the detestable habit of swearing, and “ be not de- 
ceived, God will not be mocked: whatseever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.” 


—_ i 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Mr. Editor, 
I take the liberty of presenting you the following, in order 
for publication in your valuable Miscellany, if you shall deem 
it worth inserting. C——r. 


Noruine is more congenial to Christianity than a spirit of for- 
giveness. Jesus Christ constantly inculcated and exemplified it; 
and his followers, in proportion as they are like him, will manifest 
the same spirit. There have been Alexanders and Cesars, who 
have boasted of conquering the world, but, after all, never arrived 
to the honour of swaying the sceptre over themselves, but have con- 
tinued resentful and rapacious, passionate and vicious, to the last. 
Christianity teaches us, however, to repress the rising passions, for- 
give the offending party, and to do good even to those who hate us. 
Happy indeed is the man who lives under the influence of this 
spirit; for “he that is slow to anger, is better than the mighty, and 
he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city.” 











A GOOD TEMPER. 267 


* What great matter,” said a heathen tyrant to a Christian, while 
he was beating him almost to death, “ what great matter did Christ 
ever do to you ?” “ Even this,” answered the Christian, “that 1 can 
forgive you, though you use me thus cruelly.” 

It was said of Archbishop Craomer, that the way to have him be 
one’s friend, was to do him an unkindness. Of Archbishop Usher 
also, it is said that he was of so eweet a temper, that he never was 
known to do an ill office to any one, or to be revenged of any who 
injured him. Of Mr. Hervey also it is recorded, that he was ne- 
ver known to be in a passion, Of how few can this be said! It 
would be well, however, could we learn to attain this victory over 
ourselves, It would not only produce happiuess in our own minds, 
but bear an indelible impression on the miuds of others. “For the 
tempers and lives of men,” says Mr. Fuller, “ are books for com- 
mon people to read, and they will read them, though they should 
read nothing else.” 

Such was the sweet temper and amiable conduct of the Rev. Phi- 
lip Henry, (father to the celebrated commentator) that the people 
gave him the title of heavenly Henry; and by this title he was 
known through all the country. He used to observe, that in almost 
every quarrel, there was a fault on both sides; and that generally 
they were most in fault, who were most forward and clamorous in 
their complaints. One making her moan to him of a bad husband 
she had, who in this and the other instance was uukind: “and, sir,” 
said she, “ What would you have me to do now?” “ Why truly,” 
answered he, “I would have you go home, and be a better wife to 
him, and then you will find that he will be a better husband to 
you!” Labouring to persuade one to forgive an injury that was 
done him, he argued thus: Are you not a Christian? and followed 
that argument so close, that at length hé prevailed. 

The famous Dr. Boerhaave was once asked by a friend who ad- 
mired his patience under provocations, “ Whether he knew what it 
was to be angry, and by what means he had so entirely suppressed 
that impetuous and ungovernable passion ?”” He answered, that “ lie 
was naturally quick of resentment, but that he had by daily prayer 
and meditation, at length attained to this mastery over himself.” 

The Duke of Marlborough possessed great command of tem- 
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per, and never permitted it to be ruffled by little things, in which 
the greatest men have occasionally been found unguarded. As he 
was one day riding with Commissary Marriot, it began to rain, aud 
he called to his servant for his cloak. The servant not bringing it 
immediately, he called for it again. The servant being embarassed 
with the straps and buckles, did not come up to him. At last, it 
raining very hard, the Duke called to him the third time, and asked 
him what he was about, that he did not bring the cloak. “ You 
must stay, Sir,” grumbled the fellow, “if it rains cats aud dogs, till 
I can get at it.” The Duke turned round to Marriot, and said, 
very coolly, “ Now, I would not be of that fellow’s temper for all 
the world.” 

One cannot but reflect on the great advantages of such a disposi- 
tion. Men may call it weakness and effeminacy ; but without it 
there is no real felicity. He who is determined to sacrifice every 
thing to his passion and temper, and will never submit in the least 
to his fellow-creatures, will find it not only a barrier to his felicity, 
but a stain upon his character; and more than all, will draw upon 
himself the displeasure of that God who has commanded us to for- 
give, if we expect to be forgiven. 


— 3 ae 
LETTER. 


New-Haven, Sept. 23, 1312. 
To Mr. & Mrs. Mrx, 
A ffiicted Christian Friends, 

I have just returned from the funer- 
al of your interesting and lovely child, Mrs. Townsend. I almost 
envy the grave its tenant; for she was certainly lovely in death. 
I have attended this funeral as a mourner rather than as a minister. 
No person could be acquainted with her without loving her. Asa 
Christian friend, she was very dear to me, and I always regretted 
that I could not see her oftener, and converse with her more; but 
I thank God that she died here, and that I was permitted to see her 
during her last days; they appeared to"be her best days to herself, 
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and were to me the best interviews I ever had with her. Her light 
did indeed seem to be that of the just, shining brighter and brighter. 
I saw her repeatedly, and always considered it a priviledge, because 
it always strengthened my faith and animated my soul. The first 
time I visited her during her sickness, I inquired concerning her 
hope ; she appeared to have a good hope through grace, though it 
was not very strong. She lamented that she had not lived more to 
the glory of God, but was still tranquil, serene, and happy. I almost 
envied her, though I thought she was so soon to die. I took her 
hand, and bade her farewell, observing that I should probably 
never see her again on earth, but hoped we should meet in heaven 
to part no more. At this she smiled in a manner which I can never 
forget. There was an affectionateness in her disposition, a mildness, 
sweetness, and resignation in her looks, which seemed almost more. 
than human. J trust it was more than human—that it was the love 
of God shed abroad in the heart, by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
I saw her severa! times afterwards, but always found her composed, 
cheerful and lovely. Monday (on the evening of which she died) I 
called to see her, but she being asleep, { was disappointed ; and now 
I shall behold her no more, nor will you, until we meet, (as I hope 
we shall) in the kingdom of glory. She told her mother ‘Townsend 
on the Sabbath (the day before her death) that she was willing to 
give up her husband and children. What strong confidence in God! 
This deprived death of its sting, and the grave of its victory. Say 
not then that you have Igst a child; she is notlost, unless it be 
to the sins and sorrows of life. She has gained heaven and eter- 
nal glory. And however much you loved her, you ought not in 
the least to murmur or complain; she is released from’ sin and suf- 
fering. You ought rather to rejoice that you have had so lovely and 
interesting a child; that the grace of God, in addition to nature, did 
so much to make her beloved in life, and to fit her for death and 
glory. Ought we not to be willing to have our children go and 
people heaven? O rejoice, and give thanks to God, that you ever 
chad such a child. Sweet, sweet indeed is the memory of the just. 
If you weep then let it be for joy, that another redeemed soul is 
received into everlasting habitations. 
S. Mervin: 
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LETTER. 


Puitapevpura, Oct. 5, 1812. 
To the Rev. John Stanford. 
My dear Sir, 

Havine been requested, when in New-York, to 
give a brief account of the late wonderful work of God, at Bristol, 
Rhode-Island. I embrace my first leisure moments, with a view of 
gratifying you, and our other pious friends, in your great metropo- 
lis. While I was ona visit to my beloved connexions in Newport, 
Rhode-Island, on the 24th of August last, the surprising informa- 
tion reached that town, that on afew days preceding, there was a 
most astonishing display of Jehovah’s power, among the inhabitants 
of Bristol, distant from Newport about 15 miles. Bristol is a gay 
and prosperous town, and it gives me pain to add, agreeably to re- 
port, was rather an unusually wicked one, being a noted place for 
dealing in “the souls of men,” or in carrying on the African Slave- 
Trade, in defiance of the laws of God and the nation. In it are 
four religious denominations of Christians, the Episcopalian, the 
Congregationalist, the Baptist, and the Methodist. On all these 
congregations, at one, and nearly the same time, as it was mentioned 
to me and others, the Spirit of the Lord was poured out in such 
wise, as to baffle all description, either verbally, or by writing. 
The whole town was appareutly paralized, and business in general 
suspended for several days. The entire subject of conversation in 
the family, en visits, in the streets, and at the corners of the same, 
was about another and a better world! The young, the middle 
aged, and the aged, were all equally concerned, and feelingly anxious 
about the salvation of their souls. Children of 8 years up to per- 
sons of 70. Both sexes, the gay and fashionable of each, as well 
as of the other classes, were equally wrought upon. All political 
conversation for a time ceased, and instead of the continual inquiry, 
What is the news ? The more important one was asked, by hun- 
dreds, What shall we do to be saved? 
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Prayer meetings, Conference meetings, and public preaching 
meetings, were kept up and attended from house to house, and from 
church to church, throughout every day in the week, commencing 
at an early hour in the morning, and holding with short intermissions 
till late at night. Rooms which had been devoted to parties of 
worldly pleasure, and carnal amusements, were converted into reli- 
gious or devotional apartments, and thronged with spiritual wor- 
shippers. The different societies of Christians already mentioned, 
instantaneously harmonized, and cordially as one family, approached 
the throne of grace in company. The ministers of Jesus, in that 
and all the neighbouring towns, who now visited them in quick sue- 
cession, found full and constant employment, insomuch that during 
the first week of this remarkable revival, time could scarcely be 
arrested for the partaking of necessary food, or refreshment by 
sleep! On Lord’s day, September 6th, after preaching twice: in the 
town of Warren, and administering the Lord's Supper, a Christian 
friend conveyed me to Bristol, to preach in the evening, in the 

“Baptist tabernacle: the place was small, but crowded; and al 
though there had been preaching there throughout the whole day, 
and in all the other Christian Societies, yet at the close of our re- 
ligious exercises, the people were unwilling to retire. A brother 
minister, several private professors, and myself, were all separately 
addressed by numbers of the hearers; some inquiring after the 
great salvation, and others with joy on their countenances, express- 
ing deliverance by grace! The next morning, at six o'clock, we 
held a prayer meeting in the tabernacle; those who were engaged, 
appeared to pray indeed! That day was fully employed, in visiting, 
and being visited, with a view, by God’s blessing, of affording di- 
rections to those who were convinced of sin, and encouraging such 
who had found the Lorp’s Christ, to perseverance. In the course 
of the day, I was affectionately solicited both by the Episcopalians 
and Congregationalists, to preach in their respective houses. Ha- 
ving been previously engaged for the Episcopal Church, we had in 
the evening a full, an attentive, and a truly solemn assembly. There 
were various meetings besides on the same evening. We may in- 
deed say, “What hath God wrought?” “ Not ucto us, O Lord, 
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not unto us, but unto thy name, give glory, for thy mercy, and for 
thy truth’s sake.” Many additional particulars might be given, if 
the limits of a letter permitted, but I must, though reluctantly, de- 
sist. 

At Providence, Rhode-Islarid, New-Town, Barnstable, Harwich, 
and other places, in Massachusetts, and the District of Maine; the 
Lorp our Gop was riding forth in the Gospel Chariot, conquering, 
and to conquer ! At Harwich, two or three vessels were ready to sail 
on a fishing voyage: it was proposed previous to their leaving the 
Port, that all the concerned should kneel down on the beach and go 
to prayer! The request being complied with, such was the power 
of the Holy One of Israel upon them, that when they arose, they 
agreed unanimously for that time, to postpone their voyage, and to 
return to their families; the result was, that forty of their number, 
by the last account, had experienced the regenerating influences of 
the Holy Ghost, and had publicly made profession of their faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, my brother, let us wrestle with hea- 
ven for the peace and growing interest of our beloved Jerusalem, 
they shall prosper who delight in her. 

Affectionately your’s in a precious Redeemer, 


Wn. Rocers. 


ADVICE RESPECTING THE PULPIT. 


Never study a sermon with the design of displaying your abili- 
ties ; but always aim to promote the glory of God. 

Endeavour to improve your understanding, by reading the scrip- 
tures ; and praying for divine assistance. 

Never forget while you are preaching to others that you are a 
sioner yourself. Take care and not attend to public work as the 
mere duty of office. Pray not as a minister, but as a poor sinner. 
If you wish to be comfortable in your work, pray for much of the 
life of religion in your own soul. 








